THE DUNGEON OF THE KINGS          51

lime deposit, thus proving conclusively the purpose for
which it was designed.

A. little distance away is a sort of square platform of
masonry, rising a few feet above the general level of the
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ground. We penetrated into it by a dark and narrow
passage, and groping our way gingerly down a steep descent
by the light of a couple of candles we found ourselves at
last in a titanic cellar, 60 feet long and 50 wide, divided
by a massive arcade into two naves, and roofed by a double
barrel vault 50 feet above the level of the floor, This is